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The Evolution of Humans from Single Cells to Today

Alldates e sppromate

- pro-cauar e e
Y= years belore PIESENt 1o on RNA? of a exch sage
l >
g
Prokaryotes T vises?

3,500,000,000 ybp

simple single
celled ife

Eukaryotes
2,000,000,000 ybp

celswitha
nuckeus

Choanoflagellates
900,000,000 ybp

sexual reproduction
& cells that form
colonies

Amoebas, Algae,
Fung, Plants

Sea Sponges
600,000,000 ybp

multcelularity &
differentiated
lissues

Cnidarians

580,000,000 ybp

the abilty to move
Beyes

070831084

Flatworms
550,000,000 ybp

biateral symmetry
& the brain

Note: 5 char snous o cvelopmens
Ghony re e £ evouairiy
Hoarer 4 imoriot  remarier
"R TSy & coksen £
moreise a gan ushueh mioes
o rancn e s s

Worms, Malluscs,
Crustaceans, Insects.

Progesii e e o Soumrere

Pikaia

530,000,000 ybp.
the notochard and
‘acomplex nervous

system

Jawless Fish

505,000,000 ybp.
the vertebrate
(backbone)

Placoderms
480,000,000 ybp.

limbs, a jawed mouth
& plale protecting
the head

Age of Fish

Tetrapod Fish
390,000,000 ybp.

four limbs & upward
facing eyes

Amphibians
365,000,000 ybp.

lungs & the abilty
to live an both land
and n the water

Sauropsids
300,000,000 ybp.

egg-aying on the
land, permanent
land habitation

‘Synapsids
250,000,000 ybp.

(proto-mammals)
holes in the skl

behind the eyes.

wmon s oo

o

N

-

e

specis go exinct

s

Cambrian
Explosion

ety rapid

emergence ot
mastmaor
pyaintne
st racord

a

Sharks, Fish

Frogs,

Dinosaurs,
Modern

Repties,
Birds|

R

Mammals

220,000,000 ybp

warm blood, sweat,
mikk glands, fur,
Iive births

A

Proto-Primates

allnon-primate
mammals

Dinsars
destiayed

65,000,000 ybp
tree-dweling

Darwinius*
lemurs, tarsiers.

47,000,000 ybp (prosimians)

opposable thumbs,
forward-facing
eyes

Aegyptopithecus*
30,000,000 ybp

Proconsul*
27,000,000 ybp

better vision,
stronger shouiders,
absence of a tail

*ay not be a drect ancestor

butisliely o be simiar o the

ancestor fom that tme perod gbbors

Pierolapithecus ¥

Catalaunicus*
13,000,000 ybp.

greater
inteligence
& sociabilty

‘Sahelanthropus
Tehadensis*
7,000,000 ybp

Australopithicus
‘Aarensis "Lucy"

4,400,000 ybp
bipedalism

Homo Habilis
2,500,000 ybp

tool-use,
alarger brain

Homo Ergaster
1,700,000 ybp

the abilty to control
fire and decreased
body hair

H.Heidelbergensis
500,000 ybp

advanced
tool use

Homo Sapiens
200,000 ybp

ar, language,
absiract thought

orangutans,
gorilas

chimpanzees,
bonobos.

Paranthropus

Homa Erectus

v f
- E)
< £
2

~ 3

it

Neandertals

e e

e e At AoV P, L ks s e e B o

Chart design by UsefulCharts.com

Photocopiable PDF available at
wwwusefulcharts.com





 




 

